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NOTICES OF NEW WOEKS. 



An Essay on Life Assurance ; being a popular Exposition of the Subject, 
and a Plea for its more general Adoption. By H. W. Porter, B.A. 
Charles and Edwin Layton, Fleet Street. 

In this essay Mr. Porter points out the great advantages to be derived 
from the practice of life assurance, touches briefly upon the principles on 
which that practice is founded, describes the nature of the several institu- 
tions established for the assurance of lives and some of the various modes 
in which contracts of assurance are framed, combats successfully certain 
false and very prevalent notions with regard to the system itself, and con- 
cludes with such forcible observations as to the desirableness of persons in 
ordinary circumstances resorting to it, as must, we should think, have con- 
siderable influence upon any reader of them. We have good reason to 
believe that there are several classes of our vast population by which this 
essay would be read with advantage. There are many educated persons 
still who are quite ignorant, not only of the theory, but of the practice of 
assurance. Some doubt the soundness of the principles, and some the 
advantages of the system, whilst many are led to neglect the opportunities 
it affords by sheer carelessness and inattention. 

Writing on this point, Mr. Porter aptly says: — "I sincerely believe 
that the reason why life assurance is so little resorted to, is not owing to 
any reluctance on the part of those who have wives and children depending 
upon them for support — and whose widows and orphans would be reduced 
to poverty by their premature decease — to make a small present pecuniary 
sacrifice to prevent so cruel an alternative, but because their attention has 
not been called to the subject, or, if it has, because they have not fully 
understood it or reflected sufficiently on the matter. It is hardly to be 
imagined that the father of a family, who works hard day by day for the 
support of his wife and children, and cheerfully exerts every effort for 
their advantage, would fail to make provision for them by the assurance of 
his life, supposing that he were fully cognizant of the advantages to be 
derived therefrom by his family, and that he clearly understood in what 
manner he might secure an independence for them in the event of his early 
death, or — if his means would not by possibility allow of his making such 
a provision for them as would constitute an independence — at least, a suffi- 
cient sum of money to enable them to provide for all demands at the time 
of his decease, to satisfy all expenses connected with his death and probable 
antecedent illness, and to enable them to live in comfort till such time as 
arrangements could be made for providing for his family, who might other- 
wise be left destitute, and to enable them to start fair again in the race of 
life. It is hardly to be imagined, I repeat, that his moral sense would fail 
to induce him to perform the duty so highly incumbent upon him, of making 
the best provision in his power for those dependent upon him, and who 
have clearly the same claim upon him morally to make provision for their 
support after his death, as they have legally upon him for their maintenance 
during his life." 

We quite agree with Mr. Porter. It is, indeed, hardly to be imagined ! 



